Lisa A. Kowalski

Lak214@msn.com
Current Address:





Permanent Address:

2112 Hemlock Rd.





2112 Hemlock Rd.

Norristown, PA  19403




Norristown, PA  19403

(610) 659-5344
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Experience:

Certified RDI Consultant 




          January 2006 - Present

RDI Consultant – supervised by Dr. Rachelle Sheely from the Connections Center in Houston

· Consultant in Training from August 2004-January 2006

· Developed in depth training materials 

· Conducted in depth trainings on RDI 

· Implemented and analyzed Relationship Development Assessments for many children on the spectrum

· Developed specific framing activities for a variety of children on the spectrum

· Developed detailed video reviews for parents 

· Attend weekly RDI chats for professions

Socials Skills & Play Group Coordinator 



 June 2007 – Present

· Developed an individualized social skills & play group for young children with autism (including some typical peers)

· Developed individualized goals & data collection procedures

· Supervised children and line therapists

Applied Behavior Analyst





   June 2004 - Present

     Behavior Consultant – specializing in Applied Verbal Behavior

· Developed educational and behavioral programs for young children with autism

· Trained new therapists, teachers, and teacher aides in both discrete-trial training and natural environment training methods 

· Conducted monthly team meetings to pinpoint behavioral difficulties and review program progress

· Reviewed and analyzed data 

· Provided feedback to parents, therapists, teachers, and teachers aides 

· Supervised line therapists conducting behavioral techniques to increase behavioral deficits and decrease behavior excesses

· Modeled behavioral techniques for therapists, parents, teachers, and teacher aides

· Developed effective and efficient data collection techniques
Colonial Intermediate Unit – 20



               April 2004 - Present

     Behavior Specialist – specializing in Applied Behavior Analysis

· Developed treatment plans for young children with autism or PDD-NOS

· Implemented specific interventions to decrease behavioral excesses and increase behavioral deficits

· Modeled interventions strategies for parents, teachers, camp counselors, and TSS

· Conducted weekly supervision for each TSS on my cases

· Attended monthly supervision to discuss clients’ progress and behavioral difficulties

· Recorded and analyzed data

· Reviewed data and progress notes written by TSS

Applied Behavior Analysis




     September 2000 – Present

     Line Therapist – Specializing in Applied Verbal Behavior

· Trained by Christina Burk, M.A. – Behavior Consultant (September 2000 - August 2001)

· Therapist for young children with autism or PDD-NOS 

· Provided discrete-trial-training and natural environment training in the home, school, and community

· Developed behavioral programs and selected weekly targets

· Implemented various behavioral techniques to increase behavioral deficits and decrease behavioral excesses

· Recorded and analyzed data

· Assisted in training new line therapists

· Attended ongoing training seminars and workshops and participated in monthly team meetings
Therapeutic Staff Support



           
August 2001 – April 2004

     TSS specializing in Applied Behavior Analysis

· Colonial Intermediate Unit –20 (December 2003 – April 2004)

· Keystone Children & Family Services (March 2003 – December 2003)

· Trained by Dr. Kimberly Schreck, Ph.D., BCBA – Behavior Consultant

· Northwestern Human Services (August 2001 – August 2002)

· TSS for young children with autism or PDD-NOS

· Implemented procedures outlined in treatment plan

· Provided behavioral support in the home, school, and community

· Focused on increasing behavioral deficits (e.g. communication, social skills, play skills) and decreasing behavioral excesses (e.g. aggression, self-injurious behavior, self-stimulatory behavior)

· Received weekly supervision from behavior specialist 

· Designed effective and efficient data collection sheets

· Assisted in training new TSS’s
Play Group Coordinator



           
June 2001- August 2001

     Co-coordinator and co-counselor for organized play group

                     

· Co-supervised a group of girls ranging from 4-7 years of age

· Promote cooperation, sharing, turn taking, conflict resolution, and listening skills through a variety of structured games and activities including circle-time   

· Organized and designed daily arts and crafts

· Co-supervised field trips

· Administered first-aid for minor accidents

· Incorporated a two-year old boy with autism into the play group in order to expand his social interactions
Education:

The Pennsylvania State University – Harrisburg 


           
April 2004

     M.A. in Applied Behavior Analysis – Cumulative GPA 4.0


Internship – 720 hours w/36 hours of supervision       March  2003 – March 2004

Supervised by Dr. Kimberly Schreck, Ph.D., BCBA & Dr. Richard Foxx, Ph.D., BCBA

· Provided discrete trial and incidental training procedures in the home, school, and community for young children with autism

· Designed and implemented individualized programs to decrease behavioral excesses and increase behavioral deficits

· Implemented a token economy with and without response cost to increase desirable behaviors and decrease undesirable behaviors

· Assisted in training a learning support teacher and aide in discrete trial and incidental training methods

· Recorded and analyzed data 

· Composed a summary letter that detailed information discussed at team meetings 

· Met with internship supervisors to discuss current issues regarding clients’
Research Assistant – for Dr. Schreck & Dr. Foxx   

                    Fall 2002

     Focused on teaching social skills to children with Autism or PDD-NOS

· Collected data related to social skills for the social game Stacking the Deck

· Attended weekly research meetings related to social skill training for children with autism

· Recorded social skills questions into an Excel worksheet
America Reads Program 



         Fall 2002 - Spring 2002


        Assisted Marie Drazenovich at Demey Elementary School

· Provided children (grades 1-3) with reading assistance 

· Implemented various assessment tests to determine skill level

· Worked one-on-one with children who had reading difficulty

· Supervised small reading comprehension groups
Related Courses

· Behavioral Interventions for Autism


· Behavior Modification
· Behavior Management
· Child Behavior Disorders
· Ethics and Legal Issues
· Single Subject Research
· Experimental Analysis of Behavior
The Pennsylvania State University 



                           August 2001

B.S. in Psychology with Business option – Cumulative GPA 3.53                        
Teacher’s Assistant for Women Studies 


                    Fall 2000


      Assisted Susan Bracken 

· Clarified class information for students

· Participated in the presentation of class lectures and independently presented class lectures in Susan Bracken’s absence

· Designed class assignments

· Graded quizzes and homework assignments

· Graded students’ research projects at Penn State’s annual Women Research Fair

· Graded students’ final paper assignment
Related Courses

· Abnormal Psychology



· Clinical Psychology



 

· Mental Health in Schools

· Child Interventions

· Infant Development

· Advanced Cognitive Psychology

· Developmental Psychology


            


· Developmental Problems in Childhood and Adolescence

Activities:

Member of ABA

Member of the Autism Society of America

Member of PennABA

Member of American Psychological Association
Conferences:

Individualized Verbal Behavior Workshop for consultants – Presented by Holly Kibbe, BCBA & Jennifer

Donnelly, BCaBA

Workshop #3 – Consultant/Advanced Verbal Behavior Training – Presented by Dr. Vince Carbone, BCBA

National ABA Conference 2004 – Attended various symposiums presented by

individuals in the field of Applied Behavior Analysis 

Workshop #4 - Hands on Training for Tutors and Therapists - Conducted by Holly Kibbe, BCBA & Cherish Twigg, BCBA

PennABA 2003 Conference - Directed by Dr. Richard Foxx, Ph.D., BCBA

Verbal Behavior Conference - Presented by Mark L. Sundberg, Ph.D., BCBA

Verbal Behavior Conference - Presented by Dr. Vince Carbone, BCBA

The Pennsylvania State University's Autism Conference - Introduction to Verbal

Behavior presented by Christina Burk, M.A. -Behavioral Consultant
